
Our Case Number: ACP-323823-25 

Nora Fitzpatrick 
Clarisford House 
Woodpark 
Newmarket on Fergus 
Co. Clare 

Date: 28 November 2025 

Re: Derelict Site situated at: Apartment No 8 Willow House, Drumgeely, Shannon, Co. Clare 
Apartment No 8 Willow House, Drumgeely, Shannon, Co. Clare 

Dear Sir/ Madam, 

An Coimisiun Pleanala has received your recent response to the letter issued to you on 3rd November 
2025 in relation to the above-mentioned case. The contents have been noted. 

If you have any queries in relation to the matter please contact the undersigned officer of the 
Commission at laps@pleanala.ie 

Please quote the above mentioned An Coimisiun Pleanala reference number in any correspondence or 
telephone contact with the Commission. 

Yours faithfully, 

Kevin McGettigan 
Executive Officer 
Direct Line: 01-8737263 

CD05 

Teil 
Glao Aitiuil 
Faes 
Laithrean Greasain 
Riomhphost 

Tel 
LoCall 
Fax 
Website 
Email 

(01) 858 8100
1800 275 175
(01) 872 2684
www.pleanala.ie 
communications@pleanala.ie 

64 Sraid Maoilbhride 
Baile Atha Cliath 1 

D01 V902 

64 Marlborough Street 
Dublin 1 

D01 V902 



From: John Tobin  

Sent: Monday, November 24, 2025 4:51 PM 

To: LAPS <laps@pleanala.ie> 

Subject: Fwd: 

Caution: This is an External Email and may have malicious content. Please take 

care when clicking links or opening attachments. When in doubt, contact the ICT 

Helpdesk. 

Dear Sirs, 

Please see the attached. 

Yours faithfully, 

Nora Fitzpatrick 





The fact that I am nnt fl1e registered owner docs not preclude me from O\\nership. As set out 
nb(1ve, l am tht: bendicial owner oC Lhc leasehold interest in the propt:rty. 

L Comment from Clare Countv Coum::il 

a. With respect, the Council are not in a position to cormrn.:nt on the occupation of the
property since 201 O.They then make reference to "They own their ov1m hm1sc ... ''. This
comment is not relevant When 1 say that ,ve were in occupation of the property. 1 1i1can
thai in the legal sense. thm: we ,vr.::re in undisputed possession of the prnperty am.l ,vcn.:
therefore in -occupation in that sense, lt has not been vacant for many years.

b. it has been occupied since il was acquired .by my late husband, It was occupied by a
tenant, namely Theresa McDonald and her five children from 2006 to ::w10 at a momhly
rent of €250.00. I attach a photograph. taken in the apartment whilst she \Vas in
occupation. See letter of 'fhct\!Sa !vkDonaid aHached. It ;,,vas occupied by another
tenant. narncly Marek Kepa from 2010 until the date of his death on the pt November
2023. As evidence of tcnru1cy, 1 attach proof or his address, to inch.de Vodafone
account, Elcc1ric Ireland account, TlSE I\.fodic<1l Card and Specsavers letlcr. l ah;o attach
copy text rncssagcs bctvvcen tvlarek Kcpa ad myself: ;,,vhich make reference to rerlt and
occupation from 2019 to 2022.

c. The property was let priort o the existence of the PRTB.

d. The poim made here by the Council is not correct T]Je agreerJ1cnl to acquire the
property, ,.vas to acquire for fill amount c...111ivakm to the amount nr the redemption
figure of the mortgage.

c. rhcrc is ample evidence th:11 the agreemenl was concluded. as the loan was rcckemed
and the title docurnents were forwarded to my lak: husband.

I: Sl!ctton 15 of the Dcrcl ict Sites Act i 990 deals \Vlth the procedure taken by the Local 
Authority and their Notice of Intention to act1uire derdkt sites cm:npuborily. This 
section does not deaJ with objections. 

Section l 6 of the Act d,:;:uls with ol�jections to compulsory acquisi1ion of derelict sites. 
Section 16(1) provides ·'any other persons upon whom notices of the proposed 
compulsory acquisition of a derelict site have been served. may, , .. "'.Asa notice party, 
J arn entitled, under the provisii;ms or the Act to rnakc an objection. It seems the County 
Council, in their comments, have conllarcd Section 15 and Section 16. 

2. Comment from Clare Count"\' Coun:rU

a. I! is open Lo n1e to make an appfo::atiun to Tailltc Eireann or title based rm possession
at any point.

b. ln relation to documentary evidence, please sec earlier comments. I 'NOuld remind you
that we have been in possession of the ti tlc documents for upwards of fourteen years.

e. his noted that a copy of the Notice was sent to me <-md as outlined above, I am therefore
entitled to make rm objection.

d. It is open to me to nm.kc ru:1 application to Taillte Efreann at any poinL

c. Stamp Duty can he paid at any time, subject to payment of interest ,md penalties.



3. Comment :from Clan: County Council

a. It is not agreed that the property is a derelict under the provisions of the rckvmn
legislation.his notd that the Council make reference to a report in Ju.nc 2025. but
l bavc n()t been provided ,,vi[h a copy same.

b. The person, namely iv1arek Kepa, occupied the apartn1ent up until the time nf his
death on te 1 �1 November 2023. I attach letter of An Garda Siodiru1a. He \vas in
fact a tenant - sec� comments and documents provided above. I never made any
rctci-cnce to squatting and I never said '• ... he had squatted in the apmtmcnt .. :'. l
did make rcfercnc.e to the poor conditions. but this was ::1 rdcrcrn.:e to the unkempt
manner in \-vhich he kept the apartment and the conditions in which he lived.

l rcque::;t An Coimsiu,1 Pkanala to rdiisc the compulsury acquisition of lhis site for lhc
fnllov,ing reasons:

L The property is not dcrdict 

n. 111c property has not been dcl'ciict fix many years. Sec evidence provided above. I
arn, and \V:rn available ai al! times to engage \Vith te Local Authority to solve any
issues the Council may have ·with the property.

UL Sufficient evidence has been provided and is available to shovo· that r arn the 
hc-ncficial ovmcr of the leasehold interest of the property by virtue of undisputed 
occtrpation. memorandum in \\Ti ting, paymen1 of consideration and possession of 
tide deeds, vvhich ,ven-: handed over to my late hm,hm1d by First Aclivc Building 
Society. who hdd ihc mortgage on the f,)roperty. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

























   
   

 
 

 

   

 
 

   

                
            

       

                 
             

 

          

  

 
  

     

                     
       

 
   

  
 

 

 

 



   
   

 
 

 

   

   

                
            

       

                 
             

 

          

  

 
  

     

                   
         

 
   

  
 

 

  

 



























    






















